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"To Market in Marrakech

Architect and Interior Designer Campion A. Platt Uncovers Morocco’s Hidden Treasures
Text by Christopher Petkanas/Photography by Tim Beddow

his resale mumber who
hasn't mined the souks of
Moarrakech? If vou have spent
any ome getting happily lost in
the markets’ labyrinth of alleys,
vou know the answer is no.
Professionals from all over
the map can be regularly ob-
served in the solemn busi-

l 5 THERE A DESIGNER WORTH

ness of appraising child-size
wrought iron lanterns, finely
chased brass trays with pie-
crust edges and carved oc-
tagonal stools inlaid with
mother-of-pearl. Wasn't thar
Campion A. Plarr, the New
York architect and designer,
fingering a kilim and threat-

continned on page 32

DAR AL CHARI|
Lerr Ome of architea
Campion A. Plan’s
Cavarite Sources in
Marrakech is Gerard
Santolini’s gallery,
which i in hiz 11th-
century riad, or coun-
vard house, The oun-
e, left, holds a ragine.

LeFm The leather
babanches, or slippers,
and the early-1%th-
century necklace are
among the house-
wares, clothing and
jewelry offered. The
tribal rug is Saharan.
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ening to walk if the merchant
didn’t slash his price? It was,
and he got his price: 5100,
Platr experienced the often
deliriously exhilarating shop-
ping phenomenon that is Mar-
rakech on a recent first vis-
it to the city, accompanied
by his fiancée, Tatana Gau.
{They have since married.)
The couple’s mrip combined
probing retail therapy with a
very social stay with Gau's
godfather, Frederick Vree-
land, fashion EMpress [Diana's
son and a former American
ambassador o Moroceo. For
two people intent on get-
tng the inside track, they
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certainly had the right host.

“To me, Marrakech is like 2
Maoroccan version of Milan,
with its long streets and mys-
rerious, inward-looking riads
—houses whose fagades give
no indication of the beauri-
FI.II CﬂLlI't}'il]"l'JE on IJ'I.L' lJ-[].'IL'f
side,” says Plate. “Many of the
places T went to rned out to
be in rigdr—a bonus for the
shopper who's also a smdent
of architecture.”

Platt’s Marrakech consumer
education got off to a sophis-
ticated start at TM Design,

courtintied or page 41
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Anove: “Tt's a great
place to find fumniture
from Africa, as well as
Moroccan art, rugs
Jnd L'|r|1.|1r:." sy Plait.
Assorted storage box=
4, pottery dishes and
olive jars fill 2 corner.,

Apove Lerm: Owner
Mustapha Blaoui and
Plate examing a rug
made of doom palm
fronds in the gallery.
Lerm: Copper and
birass Moroccan lamps
I1.1.'I'I.$ fmm |l'b|! CEﬂI‘DF-
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Ragim: *She’s the most
industrious retailer,”
Platt says of Menanne
Loum-Marin, Phi-
lippe Deltour’s Prayer
1. 2004, is on the wall,
Silk shawls are draped
on the wrought iron
daybeds she designed.

continned from page 32

which specializes in decora-
tive objects and light fixtures
using maillechort, a copper,
zinc and nickel alloy. Sheets
of the metal, minutely deco-
rated with a pinpoint awl, par-
ually wrap hoxes, beech lamps
and canisters.

“While a lot of the local
metalwork is encrusted with
omament, TM's is subtler,
more refined,” says Plate. “1
commissioned chargers with a
shiny rim, and it’s the shininess
that makes them modem.”

Platr also left an order with
the reluctant Marrakech em-
broidery queen Brigitte Per-
kins, for towels with filigree

BRIGITTE PERKIMS

Lerr axn Asove: The
a i ent-only
ﬁmm mthr}mr
Ben Salah, in the me-
dina, has embroidered
Esbrics, including table-
cloths, scarves, parcus
and pillow shams.

=If Brigitre didn’t do
mostly custam work,
I would have bought
everything ihehI;:I.

it in a big suit-
mt:mu:h it
all back 1o New York,™
says the archirect.

Ryad Tamsna is the
riad as restaurant,
tea salon, bookstore,
art gallery and
home furnishings
boutique.

needlework. Famously shy,
Perkins has an appointment-
only showroom in a riad she
shares with a blacksmith. An
atmosphere of genial chaos
only adds to the fun of ri-
fling through the ablecloths,
parcus and b:t.l:;un:r'tngs mn
bands of tughtly woven silk
and gauzy linen. Plaw praises
Perkins's “tertiary details” but
admits that snagging a ren-
dezvous with her can be de-

contimned on page 42



Shopping

MINISTERO DEL GUSTC

BeLow: Ohmers Ales-  Ricim Niches display-
sandra Lippini and ing African anifacts
Fabrzio Bizzarr show  and masks line 3 wall
Plart a rope hammock  in the first-Aoor salon.
on the rooftop terrace . The owners designed
of their adobe rad, the leather-topped
which houses the table with a base of alu-
showroomand gallery.  minom leeers.
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feating. Luckily, the collection
is also sold at the boutique in
the Amanjena hotel ourside
of town.

Plar’s understanding of ver-
nacular Moroccan design wok
a sharp turn at Ministero del
Gusto, the showroom and
gallery of Alessandra Lippini
and Fabrizio Bizzarri. Their
surrealistic palazzo of a ried
is influenced by the Malian
architecture of Dogon sand
dwellings, with Gaudi-esque
windows, mud-and-straw cal-
umns, and courtvard walls
bristling with horizontally
embedded evcalyprus socks.

“I wied to find people who
share my aesthetic, which is
more contemporary and not
as culrurally specific as what
vou typically find in Mar-
rakech,” says Platt. The own-
ers repaid his search with a
round white leather-topped
table they designed, its base
composed of aluminum let-

ters; a pouf that mighr be
mistaken for a giant wave-
lapped beach stone if it weren't
covered in a velver with gi-
raffe spots; and jagged bowls
with a kind of prehistoric chic,

as if a nursery of infant dino-
saurs had just lefr the room.

If Lippini and Bizzarri are
suggesting Ministero as a
maodel for the next gencranon
of ivids, IJ1¢3' are u‘nﬁtins their

breath on Gerard Santolini's
Dar Al Charij. He embraces
every fragment of his house's
900-year-history. “Gerard is
for serious collectors of seri-

corgrn e ol page 44
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Lern: The Guéliz shop
carmies architectur-

al salvage. Ludien Vio-
|2 and Plate stand
before a section of a
Berber ceiling from
the Anti-Atlas region,

“Lucien has choice an-
'I."iqm':::nd“:ll 1ex-
tiles,” says Plam. Fag
Lerr: Larger pieces
are exhilsived in the
courtyard garden. The
wond cylinder was
used to press olives.
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ous Islamic artifacts, from jew-
elry and trunks to scales and
cooking vessels,” says Plat.

Mervanne Loum-Martin's
Eyad Tamsna is the riad as
restaurant, tea salon, book-
store, art gallery, and fashion
and home furnishings bou-
tque. Tamsna'’s mix is the envy
of the medina: hand-painted
shawls, Senegalese textiles and
contemporary wrought iron
beds. “Meryanne’s talent is for
tempering the ethnic aspect
of traditional designs so they
have wider appeal,” says Plar.
“She gers ie”

Frédérique and Norbert
Birkemeyer's shop appeals wo
diplomars’ wives who seek w
:11.'nic| [l'l.[.! I.:I.'I.Il-{:!]] :'I-iﬂr{']tfﬂﬂ
look in favor of something
worldlier. Darkoum, the Bir-
kemeyers' three-story empo-
rium, sells its own line of

contimed on page 46

ABOVE: An arist uses
a hammer and awl

to create filigree on
mraillechort, a copper,
rine and nickel alloy.
“You scrually get to
see the artsans at
work,” notes Plart.

Rucrm Decorative ob-
jects, including canis-
ters and trays, rest on
the shelves. The wood
pieces are covered with
the mailfechare, which
is “polished 1o a bnl-
liant shine,” says Plar.
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LEFT: Furnimure from
Affrica and Asia, and
Morocean crafts and
silverware fill the first
Aoor of Frédérigue
and Norbert Birke-
meyer's three-story
lery on the rue de
Liberte in Guéliz.




Shopping

AMAN]EMA
BOUTHJIUE
The architect inspects
a Moroeccan cane at the
.ih . which is locared
Amanjena ho-
l:l Fabrics, handbags
and a potrery vase are
on the table. At rear
are Saharan tent pegs.

distressed-leather chests thar
make great night rables”

Plarr finds shopping in the
exotic city both educational
and rewarding. “For qualicy
and diversity, the crafts in
Marrakech are on par with
those of Bali, where I've done
a lot of work,” says the ar-
chitect. “In Marrakech it’s all
about crafting.” O

continned from page 44
handwoven fabrics, as well
a5 Indian silver and furniture
Fl'l'_'l'll'l '|'_1'IE I\'ﬂ'l'_'.' Cﬂi].'ir.
Another species of shopper,
the connoisseur with deep
pockets, is drawn to Lucien
Viola. His Galerie Tadghar is
a showcase for Berber cere-
monial veils, muskets and ar-
chitecrural salvage. “While
to find these one-of-a-kind
pieces Lucien drills way down
into the culture, Mustapha
Blaoui, of Tresor des No-
mades, is about volume,” says
Plat. “His is the best of the
large stores, with muldples of
everyvthing—straw mats, mon-
nmental candelabra and small

MARRAKECH SOURCES
| Tresor des Nomades, |44 rue de Bab Doukkala, Medina: 212-44-38-52-40. Moroccan fumniture, crafts, rugs, ching and light ficures

2 Dar Al Charij, 11l Derb Al Qadi, Azbezt; 212-44-38-62-79. Idamic antiques, Berber jewelry, trunks, cooking vessels and rugs

3 Brigitte Perking, 212-44-37-74-16. By appointment. Embroidered lnen and sik fobrics

4 Ministero del Gusto, 22 Derb Azouz El Mouassine, 212-44-42-64-55. Wood and leather fumiture and Africon masks and artifocts

5 Ryad Tamsna, Riad Zitoun |did, 23 Derbe Zanka Daika, Medina, 212-44-38-52-72; wwawctamsna.com, Furniture and ot

6 Galerie Tadghare, Place de la Liberté, Guéliz, 212-44-43-22-538; wwwilove-marrakesh.comftadghart Architectural salage and textiles |
T Darkowm, 5 rue de la Uberté Gueliz, 2|2 =34-44.67-30 waanssilove-marrakesh.com/darkoum, Fumitune objers d'art and silver

8 TM Deasign, rue El Irak, QL Ménara, 212-44-49-65-93; wwwitmdesignmarrakech.com. Mallechort accessories and Kght fodures

9 Amanjena Boutique, route de Quarzazate, 212-44-40-33-53. Folk art. decorative objects and fabrics
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