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Campion Platt

1 be architect comes East both to work and play

by Cindi Cook | photography by Daniel Sheriff

He spent bii Jormaty ' years /"J'Irr.f']-"f.f'{.{:' boc }(’a_‘l-'
back bome in Caml ridge, Massachusetts
and at school abroad .f); ifted by the
Unyersity of Michigan, be st fied architec-

tire while be shate Hf'r tce. He then took b

talent to New York City where a successful
career in architecture followed Campion
Plati 15 now on Avchitectun n’f’)r@ i
ADIOO” st as one of the top in bis field in
the world

What kinds of projects have you
done in the Hamptons?

We did a toral renovarion on an Old
Turor in Southampron, put on an
addition and builr a huge ourdoor
room thar connecred three interior
rooms. We pur na HLI.’N.\ roofed crellis
S0 th' ]‘I[H'I“"}\\'I]L‘I'.\ L-[JL||L| hi[ l}Ur.\lLlC
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How would you define your style?
['m known for doing intense iteriors
that are highly derailed. I do a tremen
dous amount for our projects. My
style 1s modern and tactile. I guess you

could say 1r's contextual modernism.

And you did an old captain’s
house in Sag Harbor?
Thar project took about a year and a

halt and was very challenging, We first

the s;'n]m who I'L'[lII'I1L'E_| home wich
items he collecred from hus trips
around the world—to pur ourselves in
the right frame of mind. We then tried
to embellish the handerafted derails
.1[]'(..1('}" there, tore off the x|t|1|1|1_;__ [itred
it up rwo feet so there was a beeeer
view over the bay—did evervehing bu
build a brand new house. The clicni

thought chere was a ghost in the

a ||t\mf|\ |1m1 I|1<rl|n]1

]If]LI.\'L'

You have worked on restaurants out
here too, haven't you?

W did the old Duke’s in Fasi
Hampron. which is Peconie Fast now
We worked wirh Ed Barnes
.".\]'L'|]||L'l‘| LT o1 l||-||\ \]||L| '\1|.‘\H \\-'Lll'l\L'tl

on the Shinnecock Indan Muscom.

Did you always want to be an
architect?

[ was COY (0 the Swiss American
L [
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selt-reflecuve when Iwas a reenager.
| was constantly \|\ch'|1|11-.> and draw-
mg and buile Jmu models, and was
also good at math and science.
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How long have you been in practice?
For rweney years. and have had my

own tirm since 993,



With whom else have you worked?
[ apprenticed with Architecronica.

Everyone has to apprentice for chree

years in order to get therr degree. Afrer

that I went on my own. My projects
have included hotel and rerail environ
ments, as well as private residences and

L'{?I'Pi!l]]li_' ]H'{iiL'L‘[.\i.

You've also developed furniture
collections.

We ended up creating them because
we were already making a lot for
chients who asked. [ have ewo collec-
tions, the Campion Collection and the
Crystalline Collection, and have had
fun naming the preces-like the Stud
Chair, Note to Self (a writing desk).
and the Bottoms Up Bar.

The clients who call on you have
been pretty notable.

I've done projects for Meg Ryan, Al
Pacino, Russell Simmons, Conan
O'Brien, Anne Hearst, Roger Waters’
house 1n Southampton, and Jay

.\ I\'IHL‘F'II\'_\‘.

Where do you spend your time when
you're out here?

U.su.]ll)-' Amagansetr, or
Southampton—quite a difference 1n
distance when 1t's already a two-hour

drive from New York. We Like

(above) A provate residence in Manbattan (below) Plast’s custonn-design for Meg Ryans New York Ftchen

Sagaponack best, though. Our ritual 1s
to come out Thursday night and go

back in Monday morning,

That "“we'" is you and your new wife?
Yes, Tatiana Gau. We were marnied at
Mar-a-Lago in October. It was an all-
weekend aftair, wich 125 people who

came 1n from every part of the globe,

Do you come out only on wekends?
Mostly, but we do like to come out
vear-round. We love the Hamptons in

the off season.

Is there a beach you favor?
We go to Dune Beach. It’'s magical.

Any projects on the horizon that you
care to mention?
Just my own place, which [ would love

to build 1n Sagaponack.

What do you do for fun when you are
in the Hamptons?

[ love to go warter skiing out by
Robinss Island, and play tennis, or
take long walks on the beach.

We also like l)ll}_-‘ a lor of tresh food
from the farmstands and cook

for our friends. 4
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